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was greatly enhanced by a disagreement between him and
Sir Wolstan Dkey, the patron of the school, in whose house,
I have been told, he officiated as a kind of domestick chap-
lain, so far, at least, as to say grace at table, but was treated
with what he represented as intolerable harshness; and, after
suffering for a few months such complicated misery, he re-
linquished a situation which all his life afterwards he recol-
lected with the strongest aversion, and even a degree of
horrour.5 But it is probable that at this period, whatever un-
easiness he may have endured, he laid the foundation of
much future eminence by application to his studies.
Being now again totally unoccupied, he was invited by Mr
Hector to pass some time with him at Birmingham, as his
guest, at the house of Mr [Thomas] Warren, with whom Mr
Hector lodged and boarded. Mr Warren was the first estab-
lished bookseller in Birmingham, and was very attentive to
Johnson, who he soon found could be of much service to him
in his trade, by his knowledge of literature; and he even ob-
tained the assistance of his pen in furnishing some numbers
of a periodical Essay printed in the news-paper, of which
Warren was proprietor.
He continued to live as Mr Hector's guest for about six
months, and then hired lodgings in another part of the town,
finding himself as well situated at Birmingham as he sup-
posed he could be anywhere, while he had no settled plan of
life, and very scanty means of subsistence. He made some
valuable acquaintances there, amongst whom were Mr
[Harry] Porter, a mercer, whose widow he afterwards mar-
ried, and Mr [John] Taylor, who by his ingenuity in mechani-
cal inventions, and his success in trade, acquired an immense
fortune. But die comfort of being near Mr Hector, his old
schoolfellow and intimate friend, was Johnson's chief induce-
ment to continue here.
Johnson returned to Lichfield early in 1734, and in August
that year he made an attempt to procure some little suth
sistence by his pen; for he published proposals for printing
by subscription the Latin Poems of Politian.
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